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Nearly 74 years after his death, Gandhi remains the most widely known political leader of 

modern India. Gandhi’s stature as a major historical figure was confirmed by his successful non-violent 

movement against British rule in India. Yet, what makes Gandhi so relevant and meaningful for our 

world is that his political legacy and his philosophical significance continue to inspire millions of people 

around the globe — to fight against inequality, injustice and historical wrongs. 

 

An imperative 

Accordingly, what distinguishes Gandhi from all politicians in today’s world is not only his 

simplicity and honesty — which have become rare characteristics for many men and women who 

pretend to represent our wills and wishes around the globe — but also his belief in the moral growth of 

humanity. In a world such as ours which suffers from an immaturity of politics and politicians, either in 

tyrannical situations such as Afghanistan, Myanmar, Syria, etc. or in democracies such as the United 

States, Spain, Poland, India, etc. reading Gandhi as a lesson of political maturity is an ethical imperative. 

As such, and not strangely, Gandhi believed in no divorce between politics and ethics. 

For Gandhi, politics was essentially an ethical mode of conduct. He never pretended to be a 

teacher of truth. However, others took him to be a guru, and there is no doubt that his attempts to 

encourage people to experiment with the truth were both philosophical and pedagogical. 

 

Culture of patience 

Therefore, as a practitioner of empathetic humanism and a pluralist thinker, Gandhi was an 

exemplar of a lifelong process of listening and learning. He actually played the role of an exemplar in 

prescribing “patience” as a means to understand and approach the other. The dialogical nature of 

Gandhi’s culture of patience finds its roots in the idea of epistemic humility as a necessary methodology 

in approaching and understanding other cultures and religions. As such, the entire Gandhian thought in 

the realm of religion and politics revolves around this concept of epistemic humility. That is why Gandhi 

had a profoundly ethical view of religions. 

In other words, he recognised neither the infallible authority of prophetic texts nor the sanctity 

of religious traditions. At the same time, he was the foremost critic of the epistemological arrogance of 

modern rationality and its authoritarian practices in terms of colonial thinking and imperialistic 

domination. It is on account of his overriding concern for the self-respect of individuals and nations that 

Gandhi joined the two notions of truth and non-violence to that of the term Swaraj. 

Gandhi believed that all individuals irrespective of their religion, race and culture had the right 

to self-governance. Accordingly, what we can call the Gandhian moment of Swaraj was actually for him a 

constant experimentation with modes of cross-cultural and inter-faith understanding and dialogue. 

In other words, the capacity to engage constructively with conflicting values was an essential 

component of Gandhi’s practical wisdom and empathetic pluralism. As a matter of fact, Swaraj as a 

space of self-realisation was where the ethical and the political joined in the Gandhian political 

philosophy. For Gandhi, politics, like spirituality, was a space to examine and experience Truth, which he 

considered not as a given process, but as an effort of re-evaluation and reformulation of reality. 

 

A self-transcendence 

In this sense, Gandhi did not consider freedom as a mere political act, but he defined it primarily 

as an ethical enterprise. That is why Gandhi argued, “I am but a seeker after Truth. I claim to have found 

a way to it. I claim to be making a ceaseless effort to find it. But I admit that I have not yet found it. To 

find Truth completely is to realize oneself and one’s destiny, i.e., to become perfect. I am painfully 

conscious of my imperfections, and therein lies all the strength I possess, because it is a rare thing for a 
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man to know his own limitations.” We have here a process of individual self-transcendence that Gandhi 

also applied to the idea of civilisation, since he considered civilisation as an exercise of human maturity. 

Gandhi firmly believed that the anthropological and ethical origins of such a state of maturity 

resided in the spiritual capacity of human beings. But he also underlined this move towards maturity as 

a process of learning to be responsible towards oneself and the others. As a result, everything Gandhi 

did and wrote during his lifetime was an attempt to bring into the open his own journey of intellectual 

and political maturity. He, therefore, used the concept of maturity not only in the social context, but 

also as an expression of character building which he distinguished from literary training. 

As he asserted, “Literary training by itself adds not an inch to one’s moral height and character-

building is independent of literary training.” Therefore, according to Gandhi, character-building was an 

art of developing a sense of autonomy and having authority over one’s self. 

In other words, maturity for Gandhi was a state of mind and a mode of being, where one had 

the capacity to form one’s life in a social sphere. It was on the basis of this act of maturity that Gandhi 

established his political anthropology and pedagogical premises. He believed that an autonomy formed 

by a mature judgment prepared a life according to morality. Gandhi, therefore, approached pragmatic 

politics as a form of character-building and not necessarily a struggle for getting elected or grasping 

power. 

Gandhi’s acknowledgment of the moral imperative of maturity and his devotion to democratic 

transparency continues to distinguish his political psychology from most of the other discourses in 

Indian and world politics. As such, Gandhi’s suggestion to us in relation to moral excellence and spiritual 

maturity presents itself at the same time as an invitation to self-respect and self-restraint. 

 

A continuing relevance 

As he argued, “Where there is egotism, we shall find incivility and arrogance. Where it is absent, 

we shall find a sense of self-respect together with civility... He who holds his self-respect dear acts 

towards everyone in a spirit of friendship, for he values others’ self-respect as much as he values his 

own. He sees himself in all and everyone else in himself, puts himself in line with others. The egotist 

keeps aloof from others and, believing himself superior to the rest of the world, he takes [it] upon 

himself to judge everyone and in the result enables the world to have the measure of his smallness.” 
Therefore, it goes without saying that by reading Gandhi closely and correctly, we can get to the 

conclusion that, despite all his shortcomings, his appeal to mature and conscientious politics and nobility 

of spirit continues to be a strong ethical response to the political issues and challenges of our time. 

Maybe, that is why, Gandhi remains our contemporary, while he belongs to our future. 

 

 conscientious (adjective) – diligent, attentive, 

hard-working, careful, meticulous, dedicated, 

attentive. 

 nobility (noun) – virtue, goodness, honesty, 

decency, integrity. 

 spirit (noun) – attitude, intention, state of 

mind. 

 stature (noun) – reputation, standing, status, 

position. 

 figure (noun) – person, individual, personality. 

 relevant (adjective) – pertinent, applicable, 

appropriate, suitable, related. 

 legacy (noun) – footprint, effect/outcome 

(something received from a predecessor or 

from the past). 

 significance (noun) – message, substance, 

relevance, intention; importance. 

 inequality (noun) – Inequality is simply 

defined as “the state of not being equal, 

especially in status, rights and opportunities; 

imbalance, unevenness, disproportion, 

disparity. 

 imperative (noun) – necessary condition, 

precondition, essential requirement. 
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 distinguish (verb) – differentiate, separate, 

set apart, make distinctive, make different. 

 characteristic (noun) – attribute, feature, 

aspect, quality. 

 pretend (verb) – act like, make believe, 

behave (like something is true even it is not); 

to give false appearance, fake. 

 will (noun) – desire, wish, preference, 

inclination, disposition, intention. 

 humanity (noun) – human beings, 

humankind, the human race. 

 immaturity (noun) – lack of experience, 

inexperience. 

 tyrannical (adjective) – dictatorial, despotic, 

autocratic, absolute, totalitarian. 

 as such (phrase) – in itself, of itself, by itself, 

intrinsically. 

 strangely (adverb) – unusually, surprisingly. 

 mode of conduct (noun) – rules of conduct, 

social code, standard procedure, expected 

behavior/etiquette . 

 conduct (noun) – performance, behaviour, 

way of working. 

 pedagogical (adjective) – relating to the 

methods of teaching. 

 empathetic (adjective) – compassionate/ 

humane, sympathetic, understanding. 

 pluralist (adjective) – the people who exist in 

harmony irrespective of various differences. 

 exemplar (noun) – epitome, perfect example, 

model. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 prescribe (verb) – advise, recommend, 

advocate, urge, suggest, support, back, 

champion, promote. 

 means (noun) – way, procedure, method. 

 root (noun) – origins, beginnings; basic cause 

of something. 

 epistemic (adjective) – relating to knowledge. 

 humility (noun) – modesty, humbleness, 

unassertiveness. 

 realm (noun) – area, field, domain (of 

activity). 

 revolve around (phrasal verb) – be concerned 

with, focus on, concentrate on, centre 

around. 

 profoundly (adverb) – extremely, deeply, 

greatly. 

 infallible (adjective) – unfailing, faultless, 

error-free, effective. 

 prophetic (adjective) – predictive, visionary, 

far-seeing. 

 sanctity (noun) – ultimate importance, 

inviolability; righteousness, devotion. 

 foremost (adjective) – most important. 

 critic (noun) – censurer, attacker, fault-finder. 

 epistemological (noun) – relating to the study 

of (human) knowledge. 

 arrogance (noun) – hubris, egotism, self-

importance, sense of superiority. 

 rationality (noun) – the quality of being 

consistent with reason/logic; reasonableness, 

logicality. 

 authoritarian (adjective) – draconian, 

undemocratic, dictatorial, totalitarian. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 imperialistic (adjective) – relating to a policy 

of imperialism (an action that involves a 

country (usually an empire or a kingdom) 

extending its power by the acquisition of 

territories). 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing 

to, due to, by virtue of. 

 overriding (adjective) – most important, 

paramount, uppermost, highest, foremost. 

 notion (noun) – idea, belief, concept, opinion, 

view. 

 irrespective of (adjective) – notwithstanding, 

without regard for, regardless of. 

 race (noun) – ethnic group. 

 self-governance (noun) – autonomy, 

independence. 

 cross-cultural (adjective) – relating to 

different cultures; relating to comparison 

between different cultures. 

 inter- (prefix) – between. 

 inter-faith (adjective) – between different 

religions; relating to members of different 

religions. 

 constructively (adverb) – effectively; in a 

useful way; in a helpful way. 
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 conflicting (adjective) – contradictory, 

opposite, different, divergent, varying, 

contrasting. 

 wisdom (noun) – knowledge, learning, 

understanding, insight. 

 pluralism (noun) – (of people) the practice 

exists in harmony irrespective of various 

differences. 

 as a matter of fact (phrase) – actually, in fact, 

really/truly. 

 self-realisation (noun) – fulfillment by oneself 

of the possibilities of one’s character or 

personality. 

 re-evaluation (noun) – reconsideration, re-

examination, reassessment. 

 self-transcendence (noun) – a personality 

trait/quality/characteristic that involves the 

expansion of personal boundaries, including, 

potentially, experiencing spiritual ideas such 

as considering oneself an integral part of the 

universe. 

 enterprise (noun) – activity, affair, pursuit, 

proceeding. 

 ceaseless (adjective) – constant, continuous, 

unending/unrelenting. 

 destiny (noun) – fate, karma, future. 

 conscious (adjective) – aware of, awake to, 

alert to, sensitive to, cognizant of, mindful of, 

sensible of. 

 imperfection (noun) – flaws, faults, faultiness, 

weakness, weak spot, shortcoming, infirmity, 

limitation. 

 therein (adverb) – in that place. 

 exercise (noun) – activity, task/work, 

assignment. 

 anthropological (adjective) – relating to the 

study of the human race. 

 underline (verb) – emphasize, underscore, 

highlight. 

 intellectual (adjective) – mental, cerebral, 

cognitive; rational, logical. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 character building (noun) – a process of 

improving certain good or useful traits 

(qualities) in a person’s character, particularly 

self-reliance, endurance, and courage. 

 literary (noun) – learned, intellectual, 

academic.  

 autonomy (noun) – independence, freedom; 

self-government, self-rule. 

 sphere (noun) – an area of activity; a field of 

activity; domain, realm. 

 anthropology (noun ) – the study of human 

beings (humanity). 

 premise (noun) – belief, thought, assertion. 

 pragmatic (adjective) – practical, realistic, 

hard-headed, down-to-earth, matter-of-fact, 

clear-thinking, rational, sensible, unidealistic. 

 discourse (noun) – discussion, 

communication, expression. 

 self-restraint (noun) – self-control, restraint, 

control, self-discipline, self-possession, will 

power, strength of will. 

 egotism (noun) – self-interest, self-regard, 

self-importance. 

 incivility (noun) – rudeness, discourtesy, 

impoliteness. 

 civility (noun) – politeness, good manners, 

consideration, respect. 

 hold someone/something dear (phrase) – 

treasure, appreciate, value highly, rate highly, 

care very much about, care very much for. 

 as much as (phrase) – even though. 

 in line with (phrase) – in alignment with, in 

accordance with, conforming to. 

 egotist (noun) – self-seeker, self admirer. 

 aloof (adjective) – detached, unresponsive, 

reserved, uncommunicative. 

 smallness (noun) – the quality of being 

unimportant. 

 go without saying (phrase) – be obvious, be 

understood, be taken for granted, be 

accepted, be self-evident 

 shortcoming (noun) – fault, flaw, 

imperfection/defect. 

 contemporary (noun) – a person who is 

living/existing at the same time as another. 

 belong to (verb) – be affiliated to, be 

associated with, be connected to, be linked 

to. 
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